A  LIFE  OF  AUSTERITY

joined in endorsing the spirit underlying the Bill. But
from this same district comes the report:

The remaining bodies and Associations, how-
ever, consider the Bill as an outrageous encroach-
ment on the fundamental principles of Hindu Law.
In their opinion, the Hindu marriage being a sacra-
ment, its validity should not be called into question
by any Act of legislature.1

In far away Burma, where two-thirds of the popula-
tion are not Hindus but Buddhists, and are, therefore,
not addicts to child naarriage, the majority of the
opinions expressed were favourable to the Bill, many
of them going so far as to criticise the age of twelve
for girls as being too low. Mr. Taw Sein Ko, C.I.E.,
I.S.O., the examiner in Chinese, Burma, Maymyo,
made the following comment in his preliminary re-
marks :

The Bill is, no doubt, one of the tangible results
of Miss Mayo's work on Indian Sociology entitled
Mother India, which exposes the seamy side of
Hindu domestic life, and which paints, in lurid
colours, its sadness, suffering, and misery, due
primarily to child marriage and early marriage,
thereby straining to a breaking point the economic
resources of the people, and retarding their ma-
terial, intellectual, moral, and political development
on their path toward Progress and Home Rule.

In enacting this salutary law, it may, perhaps,
be essential to elicit public opinion and to postpone
the above legislation for about two years. These

1 Opinions on Hindu Child Marriage Bittf p. 37,
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